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property. Thus whole families were orphaned and consigned to penury.
Penitence in public carried with it social infamy, loss of civil rights and
honors, intolerable conditions of ecclesiastical surveillance, and heavy
pecuniary fines. Penitents who had been reconciled returned to society in
a far more degraded condition than convicts released on ticket of leave.
The stigma attached in perpetuity to the posterity of the condemned, whose
names were conspicuously emblazoned upon church walls as foemen to
Christ and to the state."1 When " the Spanish viceroys tried to introduce
the Spanish Inquisition at Naples and Milan, the rebellious people received
protection and support from the papacy, and the Holy Office, as remodeled
in Rome, became a far less awful engine of oppression than that of Seville." 2
The Spanish Inquisition went on to a new form, free from papal and royal
control and possessing a " specific organization."3 " Like the ancient
councils of the time of the Goths, the Inquisition is an arm which serves, in
the hands of the monarch, to finish the subjugation of the numerous semi-
feudal nobles created by the conquest, because before the faith there are no
privileged persons, and no one is sheltered from the ire of the terrible tribu-
nal. Its intervention is so absolute, and its dedication to its function so
extravagant, that, rendering itself more Catholic than the pope, it usurps his
authority and revolts against the orders of the pontiff, giving to the peninsular
church the character of a national church, with the king at the head as
pontiff, and the inquisitor by his side as chief prelate." * The peculiar char-
acter of the Spanish Inquisition as a state institution and a civil engine
should never be forgotten. It was very different from the papal Inquisition.
The creature also ruled its creator, for it controlled the state in the direction
of its own institutional character and purposes. The Spanish Inquisition,
therefore, offers us the extreme development of the movement which started
in the popular tastes, ideas, and wishes of the twelfth century, when it was
employed for the selfish purposes of rulers. It presents the extreme case of
a positive institution, born from the mores and winning independent
power and authority over all interests. It very deeply affected Spanish
mores. It had no great effect of societal selection.

267. Inquisition in Venice. The Inquisition in Venice took on a form
which was to some extent peculiar. The Venetian political system was
secret, suspicious, and despotic. It would not admit any interference from
outside. Venice always pretended to hold off church authority. In fact, how-
ever, she could not maintain this attitude. The Inquisition won control of
many subjects beyond heresy or only constructively heresy.5 Fra Paolo Sarpi6
made a collection of Venetian laws which show the jealousy of ecclesiastical
interference, or which nullified the ordinances made in Rome. " The position
of the republic was indefensible under the public law of the period. It was
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